
 

                  Happy Easter 
                      to All Our Members 
     &  Their Families. 

 

Once again I am asking the members of Alexander 
Hamilton Chapter to get involved in SAR activities.  
Several of our members have come forward to help 
out on a local level and also one person at the state 
level. 
 

One area that we could use some help is getting    
participation in the History Teacher program.  I 
thought we had a teacher who could go all the way to 
the top, but when asked about participating he turned 
us down.  His reason is that he is so involved in    
putting together a program on the 150th anniversary 
of the Civil War that he has no extra time.  He will be 
busy with that program for the next 4 years.  So if 
you can convince a teacher that you know of, who 
can and will participate, please submit his name to 
our Chapter.  At present we have had both teachers 
whose names were submitted turn us down. 
 

I would also encourage as many as possible to get 
involved in the SAR JROTC Bronze Medal presenta-
tions. With 18 schools to cover, most of them in May, 
Bob Wagers can use all the help he can get. Plus, this 
is a very rewarding experience. We are fortunate to 
have as member of our chapter the Senior Naval   
Science Instructor for one of the most successful 
JROTC units in Washington, CDR Alan Mandigo. 
His program the 16th is something you won’t want to 
miss. I’m sorry that I must. 
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 THE JROTC PROGRAM: BUILDING  

RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 
 

       Commander Alan Mandigo, USN (Ret.)Commander Alan Mandigo, USN (Ret.)Commander Alan Mandigo, USN (Ret.)Commander Alan Mandigo, USN (Ret.)    
    

The Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) is a 
federal program sponsored by the United States Armed 
Forces in high schools across the United States. The purpose 
of JROTC is “to instill in students in (United States)          
secondary educational institutions the values of citizenship, 
service to the United States, and personal responsibility and a 
sense of accomplishment.” 
 

To share the story of this life changing program will be  
Compatriot Alan Mandigo, CDR, USN (Ret.). A 20 year   
veteran of the Navy submarine service, CDR Mandigo has 
been the Senior Naval Science Instructor for the Navy Junior 
ROTC program at Stadium High School in Tacoma since  
retiring in 1994. The Commander is obviously well qualified 
to make this presentation. To learn the rest of his extensive 
bio, you must attend the meeting April 16th. 
 

This is obviously a very timely subject since our Chapter will 
soon be awarding the SAR JROTC Bronze Medal at 18 local 
high schools. See page 3 for the current list. 
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LAST MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Colonel Jim Sims, USMC (Ret.), Immediate Past National 
Commander of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, shared 
the details of The Badge of Military Merit, the predecessor to 
the current Purple Heart. The award was established by Gen-
eral George Washington on August 7, 1782,  along with two 
Honorary Badges of Distinction, in an effort to improve mo-
rale. Unlike the European practice of honoring only high-
ranking officers rather than common soldiers,  General Wash-
ington said, the “road to glory in a patriot army and free 
country...is open to all.” 
 

Most historians indicate that only three people received the 
Badge of Military Merit, all noncommissioned officers.  
However, later research indicates that others received the 
award for ”years of faithful service.” 

Darrell 
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   CHAPTER BULLETIN 

    BOARD 
 

NoteNoteNoteNote!      !      !      !          

   

                                            LOOKING AHEAD 
 
 

April 8  Massing of the Colors, JBLM 

April 16 Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill,  
  9AM,  Program: “JROTC Program”  

April 24 EasterEasterEasterEaster    

April 30 SAR Pacific District Conference,  

  Olympia Red Lion Hotel 
May 21 Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill,  
  9AM (Last meeting before Summer  

  Break) 

NoteNoteNoteNote!  
    !      !      !          

COMPATRIOT         

ACTIVITIES 
 

President Darrell Holt will miss the April meeting. 
This is the weekend of the Veterans Memorial        
Museum Civil War Celebration that Compatriot    
Darrell has been working on for the past year. 
 

Compatriot Lee Thomasson reports that his cousin, 
Joe Gardner of Independence, Missouri, will be      
attending the May meeting. Cousin Joe is the family       
genealogist and the first person to make him (Lee) 
aware of his Revolutionary War ancestor and eligibil-
ity for SAR membership.  
 

Compatriot Bob Wagers found out the hard way why 
parking lots are more dangerous than I-5. He recently 
had the misfortune of being broadsided by a pickup as 
he entered a parking space at a local coffee shop. 

 

 

Chapter Color 
Guard News 

 

Color Guard member Bob 
O’Neal reports that we 
have a new color guard 
member, Fred Ramsey. 
Fred is getting his     
Pennsylvania rifleman’s 
uniform  out of mothballs 
and his authentic rifle to 
go with it. Our Chapter 
now has three color guard 

members, going on four. New member Ed Tropp has 
also shown some interest.  
 

Fred Ramsey’s first outing was April 5th as he joined 
Lee Thomasson and Bob O’Neal for a colors posting 
at the Salvation Army Senior Center’s 20th             
Anniversary Celebration in Puyallup. For some great 
pictures of this event see page 4. 
 

We can always use more color guard members. If           

interested, speak to Bob O’Neal or Lee Thomasson 
about how to order a  custom made uniform. 
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  VETERANS MEMORIAL  

       MUSEUM CORNER 
    “They Shall Not Be Forgotten” 

 

In recognition of the 150th Anniversary 
of the Civil War, the Veterans Memorial 

Museum will present on April 16th, a day-long program 
devoted to the most devastating war in the history of our 
country. Starting at 10:00AM, various programs will     
continue until 5:00PM. Included in the day’s activities is 
lunch - “A Taste of Delightful Dishes from America in the 
1860’s.” Served from 12:15 to 1:30PM, tickets are      
available at the museum for $12.00 per person. 
 

To reach the Museum, take Exit 77 off of I-5 at Chehalis. 
 

We will once again be collecting at our April meeting in 

support of this distinguished museum. All donations are 

tax deductible. Make checks payable to VMM.  
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                  SAR     

     PACIFIC DISRICT 

        CONFERENCE 
 

  April 30, 2011 
Opening Session 9:00 AM 

 

Red Lion Hotel 

              Olympia, Washington 
 

Registration Form at Page 6 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President Darrell Holt 

Immediate Past President Lee Thomasson 
Vice President Russ Pringle 

Secretary Bob Wagers 
Treasurer Mark Difford 
Chaplain Dick Seiber 

Genealogist Chuck Waid 
Historian Jerry Hull 

Trustee Dick Heinmiller 
Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 

   Newsletter Editor Bob Wagers 



Eagle Scout Darrell Craft  
Repeats as Winner of the State  

Eagle Scout Award 
 

By Chapter Eagle Scout Committee Chair Lee Thomasson 
 

In May, Eagle Scout Darrell Craft will     
receive his second SAR Eagle Scout Award 
based on an essay and the points on his    
application. This may be a first in the history of SAR 
awards, both at the state and national level, for an   
Eagle Scout to receive this award twice before he turns 
18. The award will be presented in May when Darrell 
returns home from college. 
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FOR THE RECORD 
 

The March collections & bank balance: 
 

Happy Dollars                $   16.00 
Raffle           71.00 
Veterans Memorial Museum        88.00 
Chapter Bank Balance, 3/19/11             Not available 

  

 

Important Message from the Raffle 

Chair 
 

 

Remember to bring those valuable raffle 
prizes to the next meeting. The “rule of 

thumb”  remains: “The prize should be of a 

quality that you the donor would want to 
win.” On behalf of Compatriot Dick and the Chapter 
Treasury, we thank you for your help.  

 

 

The WWII Corps - 

Chapter WW II  Veterans 

Please Identify Yourself 
 

 

President General J. David Simpson has dedicated his 
presidency to the World War II veterans and asks all 
WWII veterans to stand and be recognized. To this 
end President Simpson has established a WWII Corps 
and encourages these veterans to join the Corps and 
submit the requested forms. 
 

To help with this process,  President Darrell Holt has 
appointed Compatriot Bob O’Neal to chair our    
chapter effort and to be the point of contact for our 
WWII veterans. So, if you are a WWII veteran, please 
contact Compatriot Bob in person, by telephone at 253
-752-8242, by mail at 2101 N Union Ave, Tacoma, 
WA 98406-5819 or email at wroneal@aol.com 

 

Looking for a Few Good 

Men 
 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal is looking for a 
few good volunteers to help man the new 

SAR Recruiting Booth at two “Revolutionary”        
opportunities: 
 

May 7    Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical         
   Society Spring Seminar, Tacoma’s         
   LaQuinta Inn,  Saturday 8:00AM to 4:00PM. 
   Morning or afternoon shift. 
May 21  Armed Forces Day at Ft. Lewis with   
   Massing of the Colors at 3PM, Saturday from 
   9AM to noon shift and noon to 4PM shift.   
 

   Volunteers please call Bob at 253-752-8242 
    or email wroneal@aol.com  

 

PLEASE BE ADVISED… 
 

Please be advised that effective 31    
December 2011 I am resigning as the 
chapter newsletter editor. I started the 
newsletter in 2001 and have been its 

editor ever since. As a result, I feel that it is time for a 
new, fresh look. If you wish to continue the publica-
tion, someone needs to identify themselves soon. If 
you don’t feel that it is worth the effort, there will be 
no newsletter. The decision is yours. 
 

Bob Wagers, Chapter Messenger Editor 

 

SAR ROTC/JROTC MEDAL  

PRESENTATIONS 
 

The following JROTC Awards Ceremony dates have 
been  received to date: 
 

  7 May   Bethel HS AFJROTC 
11 May   Spanaway Lake HS NJROTC 
13 May   Battle Ground HS AFJROTC 
17 May   Wilson HS MJROTC 
25 May   Mt Tahoma HS AJROTC 
  2 June   Todd Beamer HS AFJROTC 
 

If you are willing to be the presenter at any of the 
above, please advise Bob Wagers. 

 

One of the most important things we can do 
to honor our military personnel is to fly the 
American flag! We must never forget the  
sacrifices they are making to defend our flag. 



 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON COLOR GUARD PERFORMS POSTING OF THE 

COLORS FOR THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SALVATION ARMY’S SENIOR 

CENTER IN PUYALLUP.   

Salvation Army Meets Continental Army 
 

As reported by Compatriot Bob O’Neal, Color Guard member. 
 
 

On Tuesday April 5th, our Alexander Hamilton Color Guard performed posting of the colors for the 20th         
anniversary of the Salvation Army’s Senior Center in Puyallup.  More than 70 seniors were on hand for the    
festivities when Lee Thomasson and Bob O’Neal in their regimentals complete with period swords and Fred 
Ramsey in his rifleman’s garb, armed with his Pennsylvania rifle, posted the National Colors and Salvation 
Army flag.  
 

The performance was at the invitation of Alexander Hamilton Compatriot John Herr, Director of the Center.  
Volunteers Dee Dee Olson and Evelyn Schuett took good care of us with their generous hospitality and a great 
lunch. The entire audience sent us off with warm applause.    

L-R Lee Thomasson, Bob O’Neal,        
volunteer Dee Dee Olsen, & Fred Ramsey. 

L-R Fred Ramsey, Bob O’Neal, volunteer  
Evelyn Schuett & Lee Thomasson. 

L-R Bob O’Neal, Army member, Fred 
Ramsey, daughter of Army member & Lee 

Thomasson 

L-R Fred Ramsey, Lee Thomasson,   
Compatriot John Herr, Director of the 

Center, & Bob O’Neal. 

L-R Fred Ramsey, Bob O’Neal & Lee 
Thomasson make us all proud. 

L-R Lee Thomasson & 
Fred Ramsey. 

“Salvation Army Meets 
Continental Army.” 
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON  
 

- HERO OF THE REVOLUTION 
 

Battles of Trenton & Princeton:  After the Long Island 
battles, Washington ordered all his troops across the 
Delaware River to Pennsylvania.  Hamilton and his 
gunners crossed the freezing river in an ore boat, join-
ing artillery ranged along the western bank.  The    
Redcoats returned to New York and Gen. Howe posted 
a Hessian Brigade for the winter at Trenton in New 
Jersey.2  
 

Washington now faced a vexing problem: the       
enlistments of his 3,400 Continental troops expired at 
midnight New Year’s Eve; he decided to attack the 
Trenton Hessians while they slept off the effects of 
their Christmas celebration. After so many setbacks, it 
was a risky gambit; defeat could mean the end of the 
American cause. But a victory, even over a small     
outpost, might inspire lagging Patriots, encourage    
reenlistments and drive back the British—in short, keep 
the Revolution alive. “Victory or Death” was his 
watchword.1 

 

Alexander Hamilton, along with future leaders of 
America’s republic, huddled around a campfire the 
frigid afternoon of December 25, 1776, awaiting their 
orders. Hamilton and his men had blankets wrapped 
around them as they hefted two 6-pounders and their 
cases of shot and shells onto the 9-foot-wide, 60-foot-
long Durham iron-ore barges they had commandeered, 
then pushed and pulled their horses aboard. James   
Wilkinson, 19, noted in his journal that footprints down 
to the river were “tinged here and there with blood 
from the feet of the men who wore broken shoes.” 
They pushed off across the icy river at 2 a.m. Snow and 
sleet stung Hamilton’s eyes. 
 

Tramping past darkened farmhouses for 12 miles, 
Hamilton’s company led Gen. Greene’s division as it 
swung off to the east to skirt the town. At precisely 8 in 
the morning, Hamilton unleashed his artillery on the 
Hessian outpost. Three minutes later, American       
infantry poured into town. Driving back Hessian    
pickets with their bayonets, they charged into the old 
British barracks to confront groggy Hessians at       
gunpoint. Some attempted to counterattack, but     
Hamilton and his guns were waiting for them. Firing in 
tandem, Hamilton’s cannons cut down the Hessians 
with murderous sheets of grapeshot. The mercenaries 
sought cover behind houses but were driven back by 
Virginia  riflemen,  who  stormed  into  the  houses  and  

fired down from upstairs windows. Hessian artillerymen 
managed to get off only 13 rounds from two brass field-
pieces before Hamilton’s gunners cut them in two.    
Riding back and forth behind the guns, Washington saw 
for himself the brutal courage and skillful discipline of 
this youthful artillery captain.1 

 

The Hessians’ two best regiments surrendered, but a 
third escaped. As the Americans re-crossed the        
Delaware, both they and their prisoners, 1,000 in all, had 
to stomp their feet to break up the ice that was forming 
on the river. Five men froze to death.1 

 

A week later at 1 a.m., January 2, 1777, Hamilton and 
his men wrapped rags around the wheels of their       
cannons to muffle noise, and headed north. They 
reached the south end of Princeton at sunrise, to face a 
brigade—some 700 men—of British light infantry. The 
Americans retreated from a British bayonet charge. 
Then Washington himself galloped onto the battlefield 
with a division of Pennsylvania militia, surrounding the 
now outnumbered British. Some 200 redcoats ran to 
Nassau Hall, the main building at Princeton College. By 
the time Hamilton set up his two cannons, the British 
had begun firing from the windows of the red sandstone 
edifice. College tradition holds that one of Hamilton’s 6-
pound balls shattered a window, flew through the chapel 
and beheaded a portrait of King George II. Under   
Hamilton’s fierce cannonade, the British soon            
surrendered.1 

 

Two months after these twin victories, at Trenton and 
Princeton, Captain Hamilton was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel and joined George Washington’s “Family” or 
staff of aides.2 He was to become, in reality,           
Washington’s de facto chief of staff. 
 

                     - Bob O’Neal 4/1/11                                                    

*************************************** 
Next- #5 – From Staff to Command at Yorktown 

1. Randall, Willard Sterne, “Hamilton Takes Command,” Smithsonian Magazine, January 2002 
2. Brookhiser, Richard, Alexander Hamilton, American, Free Press,(1999) 
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